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one, had never been questioned. The next morning, March 6th,
I had occasion to call upon President Grant for the purpose of
presenting to him a congratulatory message from certain
citizens of St. Louis. I found him alone engaged in writing
something on a half sheet of note paper. " Mr. President," I
said, " I see you are busy, and I do not wish to interrupt you.
My business can wait." " Never mind," he answered, " I am
only writing a message to the Senate." My business was quickly
disposed of, and I withdrew. In the course of that day's ses-
sion of the Senate a message from the President was brought
in, by which, after quoting the statute of September 2, 1789,
the President " asked that Mr. Stewart be exempted by joint
resolution of the two Houses of Congress from the operation of
the law " which stood in Mr. Stewart's way. There were some
signs of surprise among Senators when the message was read,
but Mr. Sherman at once " asked unanimous consent to intro-
duce a bill" in accordance with the President's wish. But Mr.
Sumner objected to the immediate consideration thereof be-
cause of its great importance. This stopped further proceed-
ings, and the bill was laid on the table never to be heard of
again. However, the President's message had evidently made
an impression, and there was forthwith a little council held
in the cloak-room which agreed that some Senator should
without delay go to see Mr. Elihu B. Washburne, the new
Secretary of State, who was General Grant's intimate friend
and who was urgently to be asked to suggest to the Presi-
dent that, while there was now perfect good feeling all
round, it would be prudent for him to drop Mr. Stewart
and to abstain from demanding the suspension or the repeal
of good laws which he found in his way. Whether Mr. Wash-
burne did carry this admonition to President Grant, I do not
know. Probably he did; for Mr. Stewart was promptly
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